
Keep Americans Safe Act, H.R. 4052 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What does this bill do? 

 The Keep Americans Safe Act would limit the size of prohibit the sale or transfer of future high 

capacity magazines with more than ten rounds of ammunition, unless the device was lawfully 

possessed at the time the bill was signed into law. 

 

Why is this bill important? 

 High capacity magazines have played a prominent role in a number of mass shootings, from the 

tragedy in Las Vegas to the shootings in Newtown, San Bernardino, Tucson, Blacksburg, and 

countless others. The magazines greatly extend the shooter’s capability to take human life by 

allowing the assailant to fire dozens or even hundreds of rounds at a time. By enhancing the 

weapon’s firing capability and reducing the need to reload, mass shooters have been able to 

train military-grade firepower on their victims.  

 72% of Americans want to protect families from dangerous high capacity magazines. [Morning 

Consult National Tracking Poll. 10/9/2017] 

  

Who supports this bill? 

 International Association of Chiefs of Police; Major Cities Chiefs Police Association; Police 

Foundation; International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators; National 

Association of Women Law Enforcement Executives; National Law Enforcement Partnership to 

Prevent Gun Violence; National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives; Police 

Executive Research Forum; Vote Vets; Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence; Center for 

American Progress; Coalition to Stop Gun Violence; MoveOn.org Civic Action; Newtown Action 

Network; Pride Fund to End Gun Violence; Violence Policy Center. 

 

Will this bill take my guns or ammunition away? What about a high capacity magazine that I already 

own? 

 No. The Keep Americans Safe Act does not pertain to guns or ammunition in any way.  The bill 

only applies to high capacity magazines.  

 This bill would have no impact on any high capacity magazine that owned at the time the bill is 

signed into law.   This bill would only apply to future sales or transfers of high capacity 

magazines with more than ten rounds. 

 

When will this bill go into effect? 

 The Keep Americans Safe Act would go into effect  after passing both chambers of Congress and 

receiving the president’s signature. 


